
Frequently Requested Child Care
Information

Baltimore County, with an area of 633 square miles,
surrounds Baltimore City on the east, north, and west. 
It is one of seven jurisdictions which make up the Baltimore
metropolitan area. Traveling north, the character of the
landscape changes from urban to suburban and to rural as
one approaches the Pennsylvania border. Heavy industry is
located in the eastern and southwestern parts of the County.
The north-central area has attracted a large share of light
manufacturing and service-related businesses in the past two
decades. Two designated growth areas (White Marsh in the
northeast and Owings Mills in the northwest) have the
largest land area available for new development.

The County is home to several Fortune 500 companies and
the headquarters setting for some of the largest businesses in
the world. Baltimore County is home to nearly 21,000
businesses. Major employers include AAI, CareFirst Blue Cross
Blue Shield of MD, GM Powertrain,  Mittal Steel, Black &
Decker, T. Rowe Price, McCormick & Co., BD Diagnostic
System, Solo Cup Company, Proctor & Gamble, United Parcel
Service, Lockheed Martin, and Shire Pharmaceuticals.

Source: Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development (DBED) 2006-2007.

Child Care Links, the Maryland Child Care Resource
Network and Maryland Committee for Children, Inc. are co-
publishers of this Baltimore County Report for the Network's
Maryland Child Care Demographics Report series. The series
includes reports for the State, for each of Maryland’s 23
counties and the City of Baltimore.

This publication was produced as a work for hire for the benefit of, and with
funds from, the Maryland State Department of Education.

Child Population 2000

Age Group Number in age group

0-1 17,932

2-4 27,320

5-9 50,423

10-11 21,588

Total 117,263

Source: Maryland Department of Planning (MDP), 2000 Census Summary File 1.

Number of Baltimore Co. Children under 12 with
Mothers in the Work Force1

91,715 – 77%2 of total 2007 child population under 12
(119,110).

1Source: MCC/LOCATE: Child Care. 2Percent based on 2000 census data. Total
population number based on GeoLytics, Inc. Estimate Professional 2006/2011.
Data is not directly comparable to earlier reports.

Maryland Child Care Resource Network

Child Care Links

Child Care Costs as Compared to Other Major
Household Expenses

The estimated current median family income in Baltimore
Co. is $72,5026. A family of four that included a couple
and two children ages 1-2 and 3-5 years can be expected
to have the following yearly household expenses:

Expense
Cost % of Income

Child Care $ 15,284  21.1%
Infant1 $7,956.52
Preschooler2 $7,327.84

Food3 $ 8,923 12.3%

Housing4 $ 14,028  19.3%

Taxes5 $ 17,791  24.5%

Total $ 56,026  77.2%

1Average cost of full-time care in a family child care home (LOCATE, 2007).
2Average cost of full-time care in a child care center (LOCATE, 2007). 3National
average cost of food at home based on a moderate cost plan (Cost of Food at
Home Estimated for Food Plans at Four Cost Level, September 2007, U.S. Average,
United States Department of Agriculture). 4Based on U.S. Bureau of the Census
2000 median selected owner costs with a mortgage; included mortgage, taxes,
insurance and utilities. 5Federal, state, and local income taxes, Medicare, and FICA
taxes per IRS and Maryland Office of the Comptroller (2007). Taxes do not reflect
Earned Income Credit. 6Current income based on 2006 American Community
Survey census data. This data can not be compared to previous data.

Average Weekly Cost of Full-time Child Care

Baltimore County
Family Child Child 

Care Programs Care Centers

0-23 months $153.01 $213.30

3-5 years $129.18 $140.92

School Age* $113.51 $130.21

Source: MCC/LOCATE: Child Care, 7/07.
* Family child care provider, center or school-based settings for school age children
licensed by Office of Child Care; programs offered before and/or after school hours
and during school holidays and vacation.
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Male Population (selected ages)

Age Group 19951 20002

20-24 21,574 21,563

25-29 25,888 22,462

30-34 30,961 26,053

Total 78,423 70,078

1Source: MDP Population Projections 7/97. Spread of ages by LOCATE: Child Care
2MDP Census 2000 Summary File 1.

Households

1990 2000

Total household 
population 678,424 736,652

Total # of households 268,280 299,877

Average household size 2.53 2.46

Source: Census 2000 Summary File 1. Produced by the Maryland Department of
Planning, Planning Data Services. 

Child Population1

1990 2000

Baltimore Co. Maryland Baltimore Co. Maryland

0-3 years 28,483 216,136 26,746 209,218

3-4 years 18,797 141,682 18,506 144,175

5 years 9,070 69,456 9,378 74,546

6-9 years 33,968 262,917 41,045 316,772

10-11 years 15,861 124,328 21,588 162,481

Total 106,179 814,519 117,263 907,192

1Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census Summary Tape File 1A (STF 1A), 1990, 2000
Censuses. Age breakdowns prepared by MCC.

Total Population

Baltimore Co. Maryland

2000 754,292 5,296,486

1995 712,904 5,046,079

1990 692,134 4,780,753

1980 655,615 4,216,975

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census Summary Tape File 1A (STF 1A), 2000, 1990, 1980
Censuses of Population and Housing and Maryland Department of Planning Data
Services, Revisions, 6/95.

Female Population (selected ages)

Age Group 19951 20002

20-24 22,096 23,549

25-29 27,750 24,564

30-34 32,423 28,261

Total 82,269 76,374

1Source: MDP Population Projections 7/97. trend analysis by LOCATE: Child Care
2MDP Census 2000 Summary File 1.

Work Force Information
Total Population Ages 16+ in Work Force

Baltimore Co. Maryland

1990
Female 178,358 1,238,003
Male 203,173 1,401,893

2000
Female 195,131 1,351,034
Male 201,776 1,418,491

Change
Female 9.4% (+) 9.1%(+)
Male 0.7% (-) 1.2%(+)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census. Prepared by MDP, April 2002
based on STF 3A.

Females (16+) with Children

Age Group 2000 1990 Change

Total females (16+)
with children under 6 21,514 41,291 48%(-)

Total females (16+)
with children under 6
in the work force 15,028 26,601 43.5%(-)

Total females (16+)
with children 6-17 53,337 42,013 27.0%(+)

Total females (16+)
with children 6-17
in the work force 43,119 33,238 29.7%(+)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 census. Prepared by MDP, April 2002 based
on STF 3A.
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Families and Poverty

1990 % 2000 % %Change

All Families 191,405 100% 198,605 100% 3.8%(+)

Families Below
Poverty Level 7,335 3.8% 9,058 4.6% 23.5%(+)

All Families
w/Children 
Under 6** 38,127 100% 20,421 N/A* N/A*

Families 
w/Children 
Under 5 Below
Poverty Level 2,771 7.3% 3,045 N/A* 9.9%(+)

All Families
w/Children 
Under 18 87,878 100% 90,711 100% 3.2%(+)

Families 
w/Children 
Under 18 Below
Poverty Level 5,441 6.2% 6,557 7.2% 20.5%(+)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census. Prepared by MDP, May 2002 based
on STF 1, STF 3A. Measurements of poverty status are based in income received
from the previous year.
*Comparable data not available from 1990 Census.
**Data collected in 1990 was for children under 5

Children and Poverty

1990 % 2000 % %Change

Total Related 
Children 
Under 18 147,672 100% 159,317 100% 7.9%(+)

Total Children 
Under 18 Below 
Poverty Level 10,100 6.8% 13,434 8.4% 33.0%(+)

Total Related 
Children 
Under 5 46,426 100% 39,758 100% 14.4%(-)

Total Children 
Under 5 Below 
Poverty Level 3,370 7.3% 3,818 9.6% 13.3%(+)

Total Related 
Children 5-17 101,246 100% 119,559 100% 18.1%(+)

Total Children 
5-17 Below 
Poverty Level 6,730 6.6% 9,616 8.0% 42.9%(+)
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census. Prepared by MDP, August 2002
based on STF 3A. Measurements of poverty status are based in income received
from the previous year.

Families

Baltimore Co.
Total # of All Total # of All
Families With Families With
Related Children Related Children

Total Under Age 6 Under Age 18

1990 191,405 38,127** 87,878

2000 198,605 20,421 90,711

Change 3.8%(+) N/A* 3.2%(+)

Maryland
Total # of All Total # of All
Families With Families With
Related Children Related Children

Total Under Age 6 Under Age 18

1990 1,256,327 281,342** 649,622

2000 1,359,318 150,011 662,172

Change 8.2%(+) N/A* 1.9%(+)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 and 2000 Censuses. Prepared by MDP,
April 2002 based on Summary tape File 3A (STF 3A). See “Census of Population
and Housing” in definitions section for additional information.
* Comparable data not available for 1990 Census.
** Data collected in 1990 was for children under 5.

Educational Attainment

%Adult %Adult
Pop. Over Pop. Over

Baltimore Co. 25 Yrs Maryland 25 Yrs

High School
Grad or 
Higher 431,380 84.3% 2,930,509 83.8%

Associate, 
Bachelor’s
Degree or
Higher 185,198 36.2% 1,099,360 31.4%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000. Prepared by MDP, April 2002 based on 
STF 3A.
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Annual Wage Rate Information

Public School Teacher Salary
Average (Baltimore County) $55,368

Public School Teacher Salary Average (MD) $56,927

Nonpublic School teacher Average (Maryland) $46,445

Family Child Care Provider (Maryland)  $28,682

Child Care Center Director (Maryland)  $33,935

Center Senior Staff/Teacher (Maryland) $22,298

Center Aide (Maryland) $16,172

Sources: MSDE, Oct 2006; Association of Independent Maryland Schools (AIMS),
2007-08 school year, and MCC’s 2007 Statewide Survey of Family Child Care
Providers and Child Care Centers.

Family Income

Median Family Income, 2000 Census

Baltimore Co. $59,998

Maryland $61,876

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census. Prepared by MDP, May 2002 based
on STF 3A.

Median Household Effective Buying Income (EBI):

Baltimore Co. $46,348

Maryland $48,803

Percent Households

EBI Distribution Baltimore Co. Maryland

under $25,000 20.6% 20.3%

$25,000 - $49,999 34.5% 31.3%

$50,000 - $74,999 23.5% 23.3%

$75,000+ 21.4% 25.1%

Source: Reprinted by permission: Copyright © Market Statistics, 2006.
Demographics USA-County Ed. Median Household Effective Buying Income (EBI) is
not directly comparable to 1997 or earlier reports.

Unemployment Rate

Baltimore Co. Maryland

1996 5.5% 4.9%

1997 4.8% 4.7%

1998 4.7% 4.3%

1999 3.7% 3.3%

2000 3.7% 3.4%

2001 4.4% 4.0%

2002 4.4% 3.9%

2003 4.8% 4.1%

2004 4.3% 3.9%

2005 4.1% 3.9%

2006 3.9% 3.7%

2007 3.7% 3.6%

Source: Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR), 
Sept 2007.

Housing Information

Baltimore Co. Maryland

Owner-Occupied housing 202,579 (68%) 1,341,751 (68%)

Renter-Occupied housing 97,298 (32%) 639,108 (32%)

Note: Percentage is based on total occupied housing units.

Baltimore Co. Maryland

Mean value of Owner-
Occupied Housing $127,300 $146,000

Median Selected Monthly 
Owner Costs With a Mortgage $1,169 $1,296

Median Gross Residential
Monthly Rent $670 $689

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census STF 1A and STF 3A, 2000 Census. Prepared by
MDP, May 2002. Percentage based on total occupied housing units prepared 
by MCC.
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